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Se. Luxe 1.174, 76. 

— Might ſerve Him without fear, in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs weir. Him all the days 
- our _ fr 


Hoever he be that conſiders him- 

' ſelf, and that ſeriouſly reflets 
.V. ' upon hisown frame and conſti- 

tution ; k or thoſe excellent purpoſes he ſeems by 
God and. Nature fitted for, can neither con- 
clude himſelf the Author of; his. own Being, or 
deſign'd to live only to himſelf, without any 
regard at,all to a Superiour.. | ; 

.. The: perpetual abligations he lies under for 
being:made Man, and'that common proteQion 
>| WED ; of 


» _— 


= 
of Life-whereby he is ſupported, the. Mfarcics. 
of Health and Liberty , and'the reaſonable ex- 
petation: of HappineG. liercafier', . mult necds 
mind. him. of” a duty owing to tlie Benign Parent 
of all things, to the Comfort. and; Seay; of- our. 
Lives,. our:God:and-Saviour.:: - 

- For. Creatures being. nothing: elſe but Ema- 
nations from.God', that: overflowing: Fountain: 
of Gaodneſs,, ;as- al} of them, in their ſeveral 
ranks, owe both their and their depen+ 
dancesro Min; 15 Yis thelrfamure toa@-always 
wo His Gloty vhet mail hors, evedy Platir and: 
Stone ,. the: Beaſts of: the-Field\ anlithe Fowls 
of the Air,. the Fiſhes of the Sea, and the more: 
glovious Bodies: of -che' 'Birmameng , proſeame 
oe Deſign: oF ahow- Maker, and ſerve Hing-to - 
chain powes 5 Keaſoradle: therefore (It is that. 
Maa; who! is fapuriounto thenr all, (whoisor-- 
dai 20-4 better end; and! vouchfifcd fiicable- 
abilicies fovits urtainment;Y- thouk? ſerve His God; 
nob- a> thoimeaner:parts-of 'the- Creation, Int. 
a Mechanical, necelfivy-way:; bur with flees 
doen: and; kbarop with. yoadn- and; underſtan- 
Gig, in fling and nightroaſugf before His ad 
.. Medarof bichife, 1 From 
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-Fromtheſs words ; withour conſideridg/theat” 
25 part'of the Proplieſis of Zacharias, or tpon 


what account ſpoken , or to what-they refer; 
III voy FNPIINCIE 
two Particulars. 


Gen, 23[ 
6, 


I, What the ſerving of Got ingeneral does fup- - 


poſe. 
Ih Conlider that Service with reference to 
' ſack qualifications at the Text mentions, 


Who ) without fear, (2) before hiew, (3.) althe 


.” hs SK. God, it does: fappole-i in 
the firſt place: 

Such a firm perſwaſion of tha Being of the 
true God, - and ſuch a belief of that .manife- 
ſtation which He has made of Himſelf and of 
His Will to Mankind , as witt-produce in us an 
habitual ſenſe of :His- Goodnes; Juſtice ,. and 


Providence in-the management of haman af- 


fairs: This of ir ſelf cannot fo ftrialy be calle® 
His ſervice ; as:the foundationiof- it, and: of all 
Religion; for Retinion being nothing ele, but 
that,, by which we come to the awtainment of 
HeppineS, andthe-Hoppinefnof ' Man:, conſi- 
ed, B 2 | 


Heb, 11.6, 


Heb. 22, 
39. 
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fiinginchs: Favour of God, "i6:cheed: Be:n0.he- 
lief thatthis Godis; thenno' hopes: of enjoying: 


His Favour:;+if no hopes of 'erjoying His Fa- 


vour , then iv-' pretence to. Happinels z; if -no: 
pretence to Happinels,. *tis in vain' to uſe” any 


. means for. 'the. attainment of what we: cannot 


reaſonably perſwade our ſelves ever will. be, 
that is, *tis in vain to. be religious, therefore 
ſays the Apoſtle 0. the Hebrews ., He that (cometh 
wnto God, muſt firſt believe. that He is; and then, 
that He is a rewarder of all theſe, that diligently 
ſeek Him , asalſo,#het He i 4 conſuming fire;;. and 
further, Shes He upholds all eg 6: the Wind bd 
Hi: Power. 5 ooo 

. By believing that He -is', we -are ROOM 
carried on to-ſome-ſervice and -worſhip, by be- 
lieving that He- is;good toys, will encreaſe our 
loye to-Himy end-thir. v6; the. Your, of God,, that 
we: keep. His Commandments, by believing: that 
He is juſt, will make us tremble at Histerraurs ,. 
and :fedrito .offend::Him by. helieviog}thet He 
governs the World ;- will-poſſes us-always'with 
a-ſenſe-of His: eyer-ruling -pawer in our imme- 
diate.Cancerns ; nd this twofold :goozt 
effect. I, It 


C : [ 5 3 d 

;:xT,'-{t: wall confirm us in:a ſubmifſian. to the 
Divine Will in: all accidents what ever , be- 
| cauſe,- the yery:confideration that Infinite Wi- 
dom; and: Infinite, Goodneſs (both which Pro- 
vidence ſuppoſes) -are engag'd in the diſpoſal of 
things, is of it ſelf argument ſufficient with 
wiſe and humble Men, to allay all their folli- 
citudes., and to'reft very much pleasd' with 
God's Diſpenſations towards them , though they 
may be contrary to what they could have will'e 
 tothemſelves., 
- 2. It will- likewiſe encourage our addreſſes 
to the Throne of Grace , becaule the belief of 
Providence ſuperſedes the uncomfortable con- 
ſequences , which neceſlarily-ariſe fron an opi- 
gion that the World is govern'd either by Fate, 
or giddy Chance; ſuppoſing there be any real: 
difference - betwixt them, ' which ſome 'perhaps. 
not ſo well skill'd in Philoſophy bave imagin'd. - 
' For, whether the one or the other be ſaid:to 
govern,, to put np any: petitions would: be e- 
gually uarcaſonable ,, 'if -our. tears or cries could 
alterthe courſe of Deſtiny » Or make Fate flexi- 
ble; Fate would rothe iefelle” eye. 2 


1 


T Or 


[6] . 
- Or :ifi the ſame-tears could determin acciden- 
tal Cauſes to.necellary or cortain Rifeits, therd 
would neither be any proportion betwixt them | 
and their Cauſe, or indeed any Biies in them- 
ſelves fortuitous , becauſe determinablo, thar is, 
-there would be no Chance at all; _ is 

againſt che Hypotheſis. | by 

So that the perſwaſion of God's preſiding over 
His -Creatures being the reaſonable ground of 
ourPrayers, andthis, together with the love 
and fear of Him (from whence flow the moſt 
forcible arguments to a good life) depending 
upon 2 belief thar He is, it feetns to follow, 
that ſuch a belief is one Inftance of, or at leaft 
the firſt tep to His Service. 

II. Serving God fuppoſes a ferious - exerciſe 
of / Devotion, and a conſfcicatious diſcharge of 
| als ontanomer -ppamdars, aoncnagadens 

der the name of- wejhip. a 

"This t&sthat which att Nations, People, 2nd 
Languages, in ſome manner or other, , have 
pretended tos for ſince there are none ſo baw-- 
barous , but what owe the being: of  # God: 
ſiace the univerſal conſe: of * af Manklhd v6 

W- this 


| C 7] 
this paepols? . Proves the Notions be congenite:- 
with us, the -conſequence is vvery-plain and- 
_ obvious, that therefore ſome worſhip, and ſome 
expreſſions of. homage ought to be. paid unto. 
Him. - 

Neither: can-it eaſily. be- aid appear, that: 
either the: one, or. the. other , have ever been. 
denied; unleſs by ſome few Sciolifts, and pre- 
tenders: to a-greater- ſagacity in the knowledge - 
of all things than-others,., who: to raiſe them-- 
ſelves an eftcem-of: wikton and-underſtunding. 
above their fellows, liave. adventur'd the que-. 
 ſioningof them botl?, tothe betraying of their. 
wit, modefty, andthe deſplicableneſs of (what . 
fach men chiefly value. themſelves upon ) their: 
own nitural parts.. | 

So- that the: acknowledgment of 'a God be+ 
ing as univerſal as the .Race of Mankind; there - 
is a neceffity that that of Worſhip ſhould be of. 
the ſamecxtent; forwho ever own'd that Being | 
worthy to be:call'd a'God; to whom herhought 
nerlimfclf oblig'd to pay all thar adoration and: 
| honour, which the very conception of. ſuck a: 
Being imports he ſhould. 
| | Nay. 


ey J 

' Nay, that variety-of Religions which appears 
in the World , though it proves that Men have 
different opinions. concerning. the Nature..of 
God 3. yet it ftrongly concludes likewiſe : .both, 
that ſome Religion i is true, asalſo that Worſhip, 
without which there can be no Religion, is part 
of that Service which all contend in. ”” main 
is due to Him. - + . - 

- As for Chriſtians; Ry hw had the tnake 
of Revelation, they cannot well be: ignorant 
what- particulars of Worſhip , as to the-matter 
of it, are requir'd of them. 

' Prayer, and the ſeveral parts of it, Praiſes 
and Songs of Thanks, and a due reception of 
the bleſſed Sacraments, are in the language of 
the Church peculiarly ſtil'd God's. Service, and © 
who ever lives in- the: wilful omiſſion of any of 
theſe, does ſacrilegiouſly. defraud God. of His 
due, and deprive himſelf of what. would prove 
in -irs conſequence his greateſt advantage. - 

. The uſe of them being. not- only the bet fig 
nification we can make of our- regard to. Hea- 
ven, but alſo the. moſt immediate Means . to- 
that Glory which all in the General aim at. : 
For 
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 - For God being the God of Order and Decency, 
as he has defign'd all his Creatures to 2 per- 
feQionfuitable to their natures , {o has it.pleas'd 
His Wiſdom 'to appoint ſeveral ways whereby 
they may arrive at it, | 

Now Salvation, or Happineſs, or. Eternal 
Life, .orby what other Nameſoever it be call'd, 
being the End of Rational Creatures, and there- 
fore being that wherein their  perfetion does 
conſiſt , God by Chriſt has appointed our poor 
Services, 2 bended Knee, and a broken Heart , 
Prayers and Supplications iſſuing forth from a 
pure and-humble Spirit, and a worthy partici- 
pation of the Holy Myfteries; to be as paſſages 
and.chanels , whereby another manner of Spirit, 
than what by Nature we have, is conveyed 
into us; by thefe as Inſtruments W6.ar6 regene- 
rated, ſanQified, and - juſtified: - - 

By, theſe our Faith is confirmed, we > grow: 
ſtrong in the power of God, amd are enabled 
to, live,;anfeverable to, our great and heavenly 
Calling; by theſe we. becoine qualified to par- 
take of the benefit of 'the expiation made. for 
the Sins of: the World, that is, of .boing for 
ever happy. C The 


© _ 
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* The uſe therefore of, theſa. means, twhich.does 
| > much advanceths Gldry of; God, (as: nothing 
does it more than the Salvation of Sinners;) and: 
Which He Himſelf: has required of us, muſt hods. 
be concluded an eſſential part of -HisSeryice,” 

- T1; Serving God , ſuppoſes our: being holy , 
and unblameable in- our-converſation,. this is. 
Man is oblig'd: to-believe in the trac. God, or 
to love and fear Him-,- but--that ſuch-a. belief , 
and fuckhaffoaions fhoutd influence his pratice; 
ho Man is boundto-uſs: che means of Religion, 
bet-as ſuch means we. cot efecrel to the ve+ 
_ of ſits, the perſeding of our Natures ; 
ESSE Ine whereby God 
-- 'This i ; bs tis Deſign | 
t9-/B8-t pelngipul -of 
God's enduing Mais at (iiRt-with: & capacity of 
knogiog add-dving- things extcltet and of 
fevealing His Will 


46Hich, - - 
« Gudgabe Murs perfor en ti 
upright wild a. Lowio walleby ; widhminy 


mbotvves':to prrfixade' thin 2x56 ebbdidhce'; tliat 
by obeying, bei mihy preifes'! hiked: pure 
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aid wndefiled in his frft ingocency } It is true} 


belides thoſe moral Duties, to which the Fews,-- 


as well as others, were antecedently ,- to-2ny 
pofitive Law, oblig'd, there were ſeycral Con 
mands of another nature given that People , 
which ſeem'd weak, and not at all- perfetive 
of human Nature, but theſe, how beggerly ſo- 
ever they were , were types and ſhadows of 
things heavenly and ſpiritual , and therefore 
the reſting in the bare-performance of theſe, 
- without living up to what they Ggnifted, was 
frequently by God Hine upbraided to Hisown 


"_ 
Further yet, this ' was the intent of God's 


guiding His Son i into the World: He geve Him- 
Jelf for us , fays the Apoſtle, thet He might ve- 
Aeem 195" from all iniquity , and purifie nuto Himſelf 
4 pecaliar people, z:euloxe of good works : And there- 
fore I can't: but! take notice of-an Opinion, 
which in as effets muſt needs be deſtruftive 


Tit. 2» 4, 


£0 the Maintainers of -it, namely, that they 


awho live in” rhe obſervance: of the means of 
Religion, do by that , fulfil all righteouſgels ; 
'and that to pray, faſt,- or receive the Supper 


C 2 of 


[432 ] 
of theLord, to diſcharge the whole "of their 
yp theſe are ſo far good, in as much as 
. God has commanded them, and. fo were the 
Fewiſh Sacrifices z but God commarided them 
not meerly for-themſelves, ' but as inflruments 
and helps, whereby we might be. better Mea.: 
By the frequentand conſcicatious uſe of thele , 
we receive unyaluable Bleflings, as 4 greater | 
power to ſubdue our corruptions , and to. per- 
&& holineG inthe lightof God, 

_ But theſe ave not'Mecknels, Humulity , Cha: 
rity, Patience, theberancreltien, Sobriety, 
Temperance; theſeare not viſiting the Father- 
leGand Widow in their affliction, aud keeping 
our ſelves unſpotted fromthe World, + 

So that 'the Conſequence is not, nor ever 
| willbetrue, Ifaſt, Ipray, Fcommemorate my 

Saviours Death , therefore 1 am: to all intents 
and-purpoſes a good Chriſtian , wnlefs it can 
 beprov'd , which it never can, that this was 
_ the chief. intent of CRrEE's afperanes in the 
ſieſh. 

x. Theſe are good figns it is ecoakeli's; that we 
* have 


C{x3] 
have a due ſenſe of Religion, and of our Duty ; 


but this is not a being renew'd in the ſpirit of | 


our minds, this is not pwting on the new: man, 
for that is =” God in aa and true 
holineſs. 

For, belides whit the Scripture ſays to this 
purpoſe , that we may hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, that we may eat. and drink the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, and yet do it to our 
own damnation, that we may faft and pray; 
and yet be. condemn'd-for Hypocrites. | 

Can common ſenſe tell any one, that God 


Tad: 4. 


in his Wiſdom ſhould make ſuch ftrange pro- - 


'viſions for the Salvation of | Man, be ſo expen- 
fiveof His Son's Blood , permit Him to endure 
all the wounds and afflitivns of the Croſs, to 
' nootherintent and purpoſe, but that Men might 

beenduc'd, by that ſuperabundancy of His love? 

to: give their aſſent to ſuch or ſuch a Propo- 
tion ,, deliver'd as true upon Divine They, 
that is, tobelieve: 


Or to eat a little Bread, or drink a little . 


Wine, or repeat. a Ty Prayers at ſome certain 
OO | 


This 


[#41 
"Ys is' (6 —_ fond, thataot only Qhriftie- 
nity, but -P Paganiſm it Gif condemns it-; for 
his is the-voice of Heathens, that nothing but 
being conform'd to the Will of the Gods they 
'worſhipp'd , -can properly be call'd their Service, 
-or qualifie them for that Happineſs which each 
particular Set of Men have fancied to them- 
ſelves; inothing but living up to that Religion 
they profeſs , Whether it be' true or falſe, can 
be pleafing to the Deity, or procure them thar 
ſtate wherein they imagin'd Happineſsto conſiſt. 
Amid this i is the hft and moſt comprehenlive 
Tnftance of our Serving God , v2. -our being * 
holy and righteous : And thas Tcome totheſecond | 
General, which is, toconfider the Serving God 
with ach - qualifications as are mention'd in- the 
Text; andrhe firſtis, = 
. Without four : Which words do ty 
refer to our being deliver'd out of the hand of 
-Qur enemies , and imply our being ſafe and feeure 
from the danger of ſuch as world hinder us1N 
-our Duty towards God and Man. - 
- For *$is-not to'be imagin'd, that to fear and 
ns the ſame God are inconſiſtent , or that - 
: this 


[5] 
this expreltivn ſhould juſtifie us in diſregarding; 


His judgments , or: ſligliting His terrours ; 
.Whick the Apoſtles themſelves made. uſe. of: to. 


perſwade_ Men, for we. know. we onght to. ſerve Heb. 12, 


Him with. revereie and godly-fear-;. and that * a 
the fear of the Lord is. the beginning of wiſdom ; 
and that aur. ſalvation 55. io be. 4 out” with 
Jour and trembling... 

' But what I:would urge Somnhis pallige i is,. 
That. thar Fear: of- God which ariſes frond our. 
framing to our ſelves unworthy cduceptions of - 
Hit, - as-a Being. more. revengeful tag 'good , 
is # Parent of no leſs extravagant: Opinions ;, 
than - monſtrous - Practices in. Religion , acid 
thurefore: will very much. FA this _— 
tneobf Dur Setvices;. *: 

-- There arc 2wo' —<PEEs $ ate oof ity" 
dangerous conſceaienct toahe-ChriſtiacChurch, | 
and they. are either.too muck Religion 1.0 too . 
Ittle} by"eoo mmichz-1 anbaxcnar living 100 
1} (f6rehis age oÞall orfier has diel/feaſen. 
6 Within of ' that )bubins is is (ghlemmaſtans- 
tiated by the Superſtitious;/iby: 'to0'Yturle ; 23s 'ic” 

antes 


iSEpoRd by the Proplians; . _ 
Ty 


[263 
he that attributes the riſe 'of both theſe, to. \ that 
Fear of God, which proceeds from His being 
thought more cruel than merciful , fems! not 
much to err. 

For Superſtition being a looking upon things 
as neceſſary to be done in the Worſhipof God, 
which in reality are not, or a continual ado- 
| rationof God in an undue mannet , can have 
no: other reaſon, (unleſs it be by deſign, to 
pleaſe or awe the People with trifles,) than the 
Fagncies of Melancholick Men', who apprehen- 
ding the Deity they worſhip ſcarcely; ever ſatif- 
fed with - their | beſt performances ; forlake a 
ſober , manly, and well temper'd Devotion, and 
clifcentivr io addreſs themſelves to Him with 
over many affeedexpreſfions. of ſubmiſſion , as 
believing them: abſolutely neceſſary to His Ser- 
vice, -ind. that .riothing: beſides ' circumſtances 
and fawning cat propritiate theit cruel God; 

Butfuether,, Fear has beexithe oceafian of two 
little Religion in others;.that is, ; irhas betyaid 
many. by degrees; and. infenſbly-iow: Infidel 
and downright Atheiſm. 

Forif the fear 6ny thing be: the, appro 


(o7} - 
fiom-of Gore evil, that may befall me from: that 
thiog,. what [is more natural, thin for thoſe 
whip .cannot--difcern fo: mich excellendy and 
poodneks in the: QbjeR of their Worltiip;;as-to 
love him, notonly to avoid his preſence, . buted 
wiſh evil to him, 'or indeed to deſire there were 
no:ſuck thing in the World 11 
This. undue Fear; keeps ſome; who are con- 
ſcious of their iniquities, ſo auch-in 'doubt of 
His Mercy, that they never dare adventureup- 
on repentance 1 - but. proceeding to'barden them- 
ſelves. in impicty. 'rill their Conſciences :become 
almoſt dead , they find ir the eaſieſt way. both 
to juſtifie ck aQions , and eaſe the tortures of 
| their Minds, by deaying firft their own Inunor- 
 tality, then the Lord. that bought them, after- 
ward', with face / ſufficient / but without the 
leaſt ſhew of argument; publickly maintaining, 
that God and the Devil ,_ Vattue and Vice, 'Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, are words ſignifying 
ndthiog ,. invented meerly-16 affright fome; to 
curb and check the. inſolericy: of others , and 


£0: a SN HI; Goveramedt they 
hve under. 


"1 D: LY 6 Tha 


| [6] 
-- 4ptons rnſtilis” Richgiva: do otherxhua avail: 
otniriots piete df Policy: ; and God !only:uw. a 
bare Noth; by.zhe mbiamntiice? whereof '2- 
avi Vacs: the fatigued bf: Seazs;-nnd 
the'Temporit: i rio Prinoes may be. the 
better ftved;: | 
So that *tis not cvaysCeneroufynl'or Spirit; 
but ſoractidnes Peae! crhat! naiceb Men caſh; and 
tis: ae fo: mich: Valour, ap ns; ala 
texte eian to Arldiſia, - 1 
-whſlil-Confeqiiems ehcoefbre of SLIP DNA 
are acrheganabee; ls we; heverfear Godaright, 
but 'when, we fore Hinkadog to» complcte His. 
Workip ' Sins nad Love aſt go tuiad in hand, 
ovale willy uis:1uo-ay; Bohm. of our - 
Crictour; anal RG abairifichowgoodand 
ghactias the Lotd tr:pi whit wut Fearill chs- 
Siibthe eieiravinibites of Love; ad rack ub to 
iddp, en \rbflal Siftabice food. rae EMy a. 
pit eL10'#/ OL CRILSIT 1 ns ab1s 
tov! nigh das: "Deas." ids 
amationch ani:26rkrlithoacLobe, G20 
Toma ies 26: thc foreindararn/8.iqconve 
niences ; andineffe@to make the God:kve: wor 
thipynone other than che Devil. I, A- 
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It Another Qualibration 33s 2hat. nur fapli- 
no@-ald:vighteouſanſs bo. befors God, Hats is» 
that we might. both in the as of Devotias: 
and in the whole courſe. of ous Lives, behave 
our ſelves, .as.if- wo belicy'd. aur thoughts 3nd 
»Qipasvjere ax906d 0 tho view of 63 Almighty 
Bye, 

And. this excludes al pail ohdigje a gd 
a bypoai t» {197 UROU (FRET, SC 

x; "Ic ealadeaall partial obedirgens SL 

an univerſal rogard to. all His Lewy, 40 littls.95 
well as: grett 'Commesds. for phedicncs. is 35 
ſoon diſcern'd in final: as io: great dBRIKSESS and 
thofnaller the Conmand the greater ith Wain 
not pbſerviag it ; the cafingſs of, the Command | 
always eohaofing the. guilt; of. the. acglet; 
Now: 'cishe:excellengy, of $het. Rule we ought 
to, walls by, that, it i149; Je8%55. ShoFs. a 
the- Prevepts af a. gpod Lite., which, were £ver 
before made known x9, Map gi. 20k only curhs 


the outward a,,| he 6 
very ohoughta 8 5 WP irgments of 
reigre.. thak, rights 


our.. Souls, ; and 
which is got. xp. Soy Canna by 


- iS 4 


c =y 
Ub Ao eed; lis jadgetdur dainds gbbd, 
of ottichwiſe;, a" hs As rar 

from it;-© © 
_ #- Se that they takin cats, the, 
if dw 0'ornch, opts themſelves-from'Sins of 
the 'deepaſt dye, "from: groG' and notorious' pol 
lations, which would expoſe rhem to the con- 
tetnpe-and* chaſtiſanepr- of the World ,' think 
they may innocently enough deſpiſe Dignities, 
_ corideinh thoſe in Authority , "feed their impure 
fancies upon*dirty and: beaſtly. Objeas, as if 
the ſame God that: had- commanded us to obey 
for-Confeithes- kt; hall.not' forbidden us to | 
| pak evil of the Rilet of the People of us if 
_ this fame God thar had warn'd us againft Adul- 
 xery, had not forbad: us likewiſe to ook upon 
4 'Woitun to lult'afier her 5 or as if He that had 
prohibiled' ws 'Perjury ; kd# not'charg'd us not 
_. tw'Swearar ull;. or as if the ſame Spirit that 
- *had"laid;” Be wot fil dwich Wine wherein is exceff, 
Hal 'n6t etjojin' vs to be pure, t erate, and 
8 Fes refis/us ; Hit be that offtuds in 
ul; thir is, he obeys none 


uf uit 3s galhy. 
Us he ought, tbr he/thar in obvdcnce to one 
Com- 


| I 
Gdmpid; ;regards the Glory of .God; the Love 
of iViiie.y ant his ow; Happineſs ,. will ;do 
fo-to all, in/as-much: as they all prooecd from 
the fame. Tofinite Reaſon, are all_cnacted-by 
thei ſime-Divine Authority, are all confirm'd 
by. equally Holy San&ans. o that - xighteouſ 
neſs being uaiform , and all of a make, implies 
anearneſt Prayet and an hearty Endeavour, that 
God's. whole Will be. done by us. on Earth ,/ as 
it is by thoſe Bleſſed Spirits that ſerve Him: 1 in 
Heaven. 

2, Righteouſneſs before Him excludes al "rs 
pocrifie : He whoſe Religion ſinks no deeper 
than his skin, does. but perſonate the-Religious 
Man, 'complement God, and deceive himſelf 
.into his own perpetual-ruin, Were ourfuture 
Sentence to be. pronounced by Men , Righ- 
teouſnels beforethenrmight ſuffice, but if. there 
be a God, as I deſire no. other argument -thar 
there is one, than the Teſtimony. within every 
.ones own Breaſt, judgment will: be given, not 
_ according $0 what. a Man: ſeems; to be,..but to 
what he: really-is. By hypocaiſie wil are. ex- 

pos'd tothe greateſt dangers we mn the ha- 


zard 


Tr _ 
vird of alt hc wart ned danoure'agabil: 
# by'6ur Sevionw hve 'expoſe the: belt Saſtite- 
tio it the World +5 diſgrace and infamy, we 
\become- the ſandal: of all 'that have-any real 
ſoaſs'of goodnels, - who judge” of our opinions 
by'our pragile and of idurReljgionbptheLife 
ave lead. 'Now who in reaſor'-can think, chat 
Man deſerves to: be called holy or righteous , 

who'britigs a diſtepute/ upon that Goſpel his 
vbeilichice-only: to which can give him title to 
thoſe worthy names. 

- However, if any ching can be ſaid in behalf 
of ipvetendiag io be what we are not , ic mult 
be-this/\thit in thoſe, who either by Dignity, 
Place; or Order, are concern'd in the Cornduat 
and Government of a Maltitude, i isfar more - 
veldjotable,y thin living in ai profeſt defiance'-of 
Got aa& Goodnels, 'for- ſince "the ' Example of 
ſach ; is ulezoRt* of equal force, with the Popu- 
lacy, as a Law; moe:what they do, and not 
hat choy; edmindind;5awft regirded ; a thew 
of Picty* in: river; that” are really . wicked; 
any have © good" et -upow' vthers , and 
4 Talcns of Goodaeis "imies” may good, 
6x though 


23 


OW (J 
chough tv Pirtbas diet prttdcitic coma Cult; 
aways. -" 

"THE TS n0/Pled tbr Hypberiſi bur for good 
Pxartples , "Utd! being they ave not inconfiſtent , 
for a Wian thity be righteous before Men., - who 
is 1i6& {o before! God:, the leaft of the evils' is 
more'rollerable 4u6$ths evil. is to be meaſured 
_ not” from the Miſchicf the Hypocrice brings 
upon Hitnk{F dy being: ſo',. bur from. che bad in- 
flaence, that 2 bad Example in Perſonsof Emi- 
nence:wodld have 'upon 2 multitude. OF 

Bare five tis almoſt as tifficuk to pretend: 
goodneſs, 3s tobe really good), ſince *tis well. 
nigh. as hard'to conceal our ie,, 25 to. 
be uptight andVincere , is upon rtiatty accounts 
far more eligible ro be rightebns before” God; 
than' Mikd, bei eſpecially, becauſe rigfrevnſneſs 

rypovritie, pre-!. 


mils able TEES 
3, Th6Tfb aqpiGariin 6 OY "lige- FIT 
cevuſneſs be: tonfiſtent t0.It kar, regular , anal: 
withiorir iltterrtilfidn's; Adtclme' Wears rquir'd: 
eo be: uihys tltiblitn: out Rives 'inpure 'a&s. 
| of; 


__ 
of. Devotion! arid. Worthip.; (a3 ſore have very 
vainly imagin'd, to the negle&Xof their ow 
neceſlary affairs,. and ſornetimes to the prejudice | 
of others. to. whom; they Rand induty bound) 
of that: we were conſtantly to. liave our ulti- 
mate end in our thoughts, ſo that every Man, 
in--all bis-actions, mult theg whilſt he is acting 
think upon. Happineſs; bur the Service of God 
conſiſting , 35 has been faid, (t.)in 2 belief that 
He. is, Or. "ris neceſſary that we a have 


dal + a4 


and live-in a dependance on ; Him, though our 
choughts are not. acually fixt upon Him: And 


(a.) as it implics Worhip : and Adoration, it is 
 requiſit thax we omit nothing of our neceſſary 
Deyotians, ;but that We, pray continpally', and 
that we. pray without ceaſing , which. imports 
thus much az leaſt , that we never fail-to offer 
up yato-:God our Morning and. Eycaing S Sacri- 
fices of Prayer and Thankſgiving,, or. neglet 
the Breaking, of Bread, or the Aſﬀembly:; of the 
Saints » as the cuſtome of ſome is : But (3) as 
it, ſignifies holineſs;/in ,our;Lives and: Conver- 
ſatjons , in, this ſenſe we are always todogood, 
and 


> 
x 
| 


[25] | 

and _geyer faint ; which is highly reaſonable, and 

avcellary upon many accounts , I inſtance. caly 

intwo, which ate very obvious: - . 
Firſt, Such is the nature of HappincG, that 

2 {mall jrart. of our Lives will fearcdy be ſuffi 

citar to f& us for the enjoyment of - itz for ſince 


to be happy. ia one wordis to be likeGod, and 


to belike Hint is to be holy as He is holy, and 
Holineſs ſuppoliag our Corruptions ſubdued, 
and our Paſſions and Aﬀettions brought under 
the Command of Reaſon and Religion , which 
whether it can bedone ata minutes, or an hours, 
or a days weraing , I will not ſtand toprove, 
but appeal to all thoſe, who have at any time 
experienced , what a tasKit is, to overcome ſuch 
il Cuſtoms: as the natural Conſtitutions and 
Tempers: of: their Bodies , the preyailing Ex- 
amples of. others, and the Faſhionof alooſke Age, 
may well-bepreſum'd eg/have ſubjeted them to. 
It is true, with God nothing is impoſlible, 
meither days welimit Ha Mercy to poor Singers, 


but if we may judge by what we find revealed 


4as there: is no. beter way, of judging) tou- 
ching'the Condifians wheneby a better Life is 
| FT + ng 
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[56] 
attainable ; nothing le” than 2 Miracle gan 
preſerve tho, , who have ferv'd their Lults all 
the days of their Life, and whom the Lord at 
His coming 'findeth fo doing. | ages 

"Fort the aſt gaſp*; "to. have our Minds per- 
fedtly chatig'd, to have'infus'd intothem Faith, 
Hope, Charity, an unfeigned Love to God and 
our Brethren ; to Goodneſs and Virtue,: &c. is a 
Dotrine which is very” comfortable, but was 
never_the Defign of Chriſt to propagate , any 
otherwiſe than barely poſſible , and that by one 
Inſtance only,” ro prevent Deſpair. -- 

And yet, what are not wicked Men ready to 
catch ar, to wary: nao UP in their own 
ways * : 

"Some there” arebl at hae? Chriſtiac, who 
had ' rather” renounce 'their own Reaſon, "miſ- 
underſtand their own Principles , and: ab the 
Church they are of, than wane POR bs 

Heaven. Tf Ow 
|  Thiſe of the Chinrch' of; Ronee _afoblſe rim 
ſtives with the thoughes of Abſohution, before 
their death. . Others, who pretend to'be Refer- 
_ imiagin, that by Faith Thriff's Riginovuſ: 
neſs 


[2z} | 
. nels ſhall heaccounted theirs, though they hgvo 
noneat all of. their own. 

| As if the Church of Rowe (I don't fax any 
privite. Perſon! qr Caſviſt thereof) believ'd Ab- 
ſolution ſignified any thing, without ſuch a pre- 
pararion for it, asis implied ar leaſt by a hearty 
dereſtation. of gll Sin ,. hope of pardon through 
the Mercy of: God, and a ence with the 
motions of His Spirit to the works of Righte- 
ouſne(s : Or, as if, Ours had any where declar'd, 
that a dead Faith, that j 1,2. Faith without mo- 
tiog and operation ,; that i is,. 2 Faith without 
Works , were effeQual to any Man' s eternal 


Happineſs. | 
If any ignorant or - malicious nantda ,.to gain 


Profelytes, ſhall teachthe one tobe the Dodrine 


of their Church, he. affirms her Dogrine to 


be contrary to what is truely Ancient and. Ca- 


chalick , nay be,contradigs the very, Determi- 


nation of the Couactl of Trent itſelf. Or, if 
any. froward Zealot "ſhall. publiſh, the, other ; as 
held by t the Churchof England, he is not of Us, 

.ncigher has he judgment, or ſenſe. enough toun- 


deeftandUs ,.or the expreſs words of St: Fames., 
E 2 For 


| {987 ; 
"wi thin fir & hops Goih Choretis; uidFoll 
Chriſtians agree, however- we- fall our abvur 
dftiveintters {rat to: call Men £0 :a coutor- 
_ thify withiths Divike Matute:, by inwart and 

tus piety wid Ablinds,: waentis itiaty)' invent 'of 

| (bt Saviour, ard that tiorking oan fo efſe@ually 


ts to that: teftipr, and conſequently to. 
ts ys "of avet, as s eonſcictious. com- 


plidace it everythitts with the Wall of God, 

$6 that tv. pacſevers in. fin, *rill we oome-e0. 
tye, upon plefbibpelort, thatithe Grenemrion'd 
Pobttthcs ate' the- Botines of our wipeaive 
Elitches , bt ſippotiug they were ſo, chat thiy 
will then beour Security , is to impoſe-wpon our 
WH Jouls ; Ut Betrdy Gr Rdves to that mi- 
hy, Which aide Iaitdonr without Repen- 
hide ; "tet Hb ithourgood Works, ; xn free. 


."_-: _ ite 
 RobYf ak 
Feck. 18. 4s. 60} Wtht 
ren no 
oO * 


hide de tighttbous afoke allthe 
Cn 
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trefpſſed, end mis ſinthet be bark flamed, inthe. 


ſhell hee aye. 
' Whatever worthy habits any Man Has at any 


time had:, or whatever virtuous Inclinations 2 
chey are. all deftroyed: by theix contrary Vices ;; 


for. as good: habits are encreas'd and ſtreng- 


then'd in us, by our concurring with the Grace. 
of God, in, producing many good: aQtions, ib. 
do they decay and fail, by our ceaſing to do. 


well, and if Death finds uswith a greater pro- 


 peaſity to Vice than Virtue, all our former righ-. 
tzeonlnes will land; us bar in lictle fixad,, in' as. 
much.as it is not, and-our. preſent wickedneſs. 


prevailing, will be{ufficicatto condemnus. 


Therefore. ave we-lo earneſtly advis'd, to be 


ſtredfaſt; unmovenble, and: always: to-abound i in. 
the Workof theL;ord, becauſe rhe Works only 


of themthat do lochall fallow thern anto a better. 
World: 

'God in Juſtice is eblig'd tb givetoevery Man. 
according -ro his Deeds , nat acoording to their: 
Opinions or Fancies: To rhtow#her are contentions, 
and lo wot obey the #rath , but obey wnrighteauſnef, 
Jnngnarie aniorath , Sriquiztion and exqiſh «gon 


every. 


{30] 
every foul that deth evil ; but glry, honenr,. aud 
peace, toevery man that wierd good, and to them 
alone who by patient rortinuence in well-doing feek 
for glory and howour and immurtality, eternal life; 

the reaſonable expeRation. whereof, .upon this, 
and mo other ground, may be of ſome force to 
| engage all conſiderate Men in the Service of God 

all the days of their Life, 

. But -one. word more, and I TO dons. If 
Eternal Life be the Lot of the Righteous in Ge- 
neraly, if thoſe whom Providence has plac'd i in 
a lowet Sphere, the meaneſt Peaſant, and moſl 
deſpicable Zezarm; nay, if fo inconſiderable a 
Creature as he that ſpeaks, be capable of the 
Enjoyments. fignified-by thoſe words, how vaſt- 
ly unconceivable ſhall be the' portion of- God! O 
immediate - Vicegerents ,. eſpecially - of thoſe , 
who through 'good reports :and evil reports, in 
perils at home and in perils abroad, in perils by 
Scaand in perils by Land ;/-in perits by Strangers 
and in-pefils by their: owh :Country-men, . have 
notwithſtanding Rill -niaintain'd the Cauſe of 
Religion , earneſtly. contended . for . the Faith once 
Ng ro the Saints; and all , that they might 


by 


[41] 
by their care. and perſeverance, tura the hearts 
of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, and 
to.their power, make ready a People. prepared for 
aka. 

They that. turn many unta righteuſuef,, fond the 
Prophet Daxiel, jhall be « the Stars for ever more :. 
And, if the Inftruments of Mens Converſion L 
if they who by their example and advice have 
ſerv'd the Intereſt of Souls, ſhall be as the leſſer 
Stars , certainly Chriſtian Monarchs, in whoſe 
hands. under God thoſe Taſtruments are, and: to 
whom all the bleſſed Effects of the Miniſtration 
of the Goſpel under their prote&ion, (if they 
themſelves are good) ſhall be accounted , ſhall 
ſhine as the larger Luminaries, with a more abun- 
dant luſtreandglory. ' 
| _Blef#d Princes! who have: this Teſtimony 

within themſelves, that they have ſecur'd unto- 

God. the, things that are Gods ,. and havefaith- 

fully diſcharg'd the. Truſt repas 'd inthem, for: 

their Peoples eternal as well as temporal advan- 
tage; for beſide the Reward which will be gi- 
yen to them in common. with othex good. Ser- 
 vants,, proportionable to the improvement made 
of-- 


[332] 
of their ſeveral Talents, rhe Artendance of wn 
Heavenly Train, and the Acdamations and 
Exz”s of the moſt Judicious, that is, of Hs 
Souls, how much or little ſo ever they ma 

add to the beginnings of fature ſrlicity,) will 
not be wanting. 

For why may we not reaſonably prefirne ; 
that when good Kings come to dye, as dye 
they muſt, andfall like other Men , Millions of 
the Spirits of their own juff Subjects made per- 
fect, and the Anpgels of God ſhall wait their 
fGeparture hence; and wing their Great Souls 
with triumph into the Octeſtial Habitarions ; 
thete preſenting them to the Holy and Undivi- 
ded Trinity, thatrhey tmay be incorporated into 
the Number of Saints ; be Crown'd with Dia- 
des of Trtirevrtality , and receive 4%» nheri- 
france Tmeorraptible, and wntefited ; and that faueth 
wr away , Yefers'd in Heaven for theſe who ave 
Kept by the power of "Gol rhragh fatch we js 
Cation,” 

Oh, that this maybe the Portion of all Chri- 
"Ran, Kings, Princes, and Governonrs, and 
eſpetiatty of Hith ; for whom our- Souls defire | 


to 
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_ to bleſs God that this may be the Portion of 


all that flndy to enlarge the Empire of the 
Holy Jeſus in Truth and Goodneſs, that Pro- 


rea His Church, that Defend His _ and 


that live in obedience to hae Faith, wel tee 
Co of Serving God in Hilinefi and Righ- 
reonſuef befire Hime all the days of their Life. 
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